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Course size
Credits 5.0

(nominal values; actual values may depend on programme)
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Lecturers in academic year 2020-2021
Derudder, Ben
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Offered in the following programmes in 2020-2021
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Teaching languages
English
Keywords
Urbanization, world cities, migration, slums, housing, socio-economic evolutions,
London, China, Rio de Janeiro, Dubai
Position of the course
This course aims to provide both an overview of, and insight in contemporary
urbanization processes. A summary of the main global trends is provided, and case
studies are used to enliven the curriculum. Specific attention is paid to the most
important theoretical perspectives on the contemporary role of, and the major socioeconomic evolutions within cities.
Contents
In addition to a general overview of recent trends in urbanization processes, the
following set of topics will be addressed:
- The relevance and nonense of concepts such as 'the urban age'
- An integrated network of world cities as an alternative for the inter-state system?
- Living in the global city: work, migration, and housing
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- Comparative urbanisation: how can urban processes be compared?
- Urban policy mobilities
- Urbanization and the spread of infectuous disease
- The largest migration in history: the Chinese urban boom
- The authoritarian creation of urban 'dreams': Dubai, Inc.
- A 'planet of slums'? The meaning of favelas in Rio
- The decentralisation of urban centrality: rurbanisation, suburbanisation, polycentric
urban regions
Initial competences
Basic knowledge of urban geography, urban sociology, or urban economics
Final competences
1 Knowledge about the main urbanization processes and patterns from a global
1 perspective.
2 Insight in the way in which evolutions in technology and the economy give rise to
1 new settlement systems.
3 Insight in the way in which these evolutions are actively facilitated and underpinned
1 by social and political processes.
4 Insight in the way in which these evolutions give way to changing patterns of work,
1 migration, and housing.
5 Insight in the urban boom in the Gulf region, China and the 'Global South'.
Conditions for credit contract
Access to this course unit via a credit contract is determined after successful competences assessment
Conditions for exam contract
This course unit cannot be taken via an exam contract
Teaching methods
Guided self-study, lecture, online lecture
Extra information on the teaching methods
Theory: lectures (on campus and/or online)
Guided self-study: on campus and/or online guidance to helppreparing papers
Learning materials and price
Reader with the main literature used during the lectures will be made freely available
via the electronic learning platform. Slides are made available via the electronic
learning platform
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Course content-related study coaching
Study coaching via the electronic learning platform and scheduled appointment
Evaluation methods
end-of-term evaluation
Examination methods in case of periodic evaluation during the first examination period
Oral examination
Examination methods in case of periodic evaluation during the second examination period
Oral examination
Examination methods in case of permanent evaluation
Assignment
Possibilities of retake in case of permanent evaluation
examination during the second examination period is possible
Extra information on the examination methods
Periodical: Oral examination with written preparation, questions aimed at testing a
student’s overall insight.
Non-periodical: Paper in two parts in which the student reflects about comparability of
urban processes.
Calculation of the examination mark
2/3rd periodical and 1/3rd non-periodical
However, the student needs to pass both the periodical and the non-periodical part to
be able to pass for the course at large: if according to the calculations of the final score
he/she receives a score >=10 but thereby receives a score <10 for one of the two parts,
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then he/she receives an overall score of 9 and is referred to the next exam period for
the part for which he/she did not score >=10.
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