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Agricultural and Rural Policy, EU Perspective (I002158)

Course size
Credits 5.0

(nominal values; actual values may depend on programme)
Study time 135 h
Contact hrs
60.0 h

Course offerings and teaching methods in academic year 2019-2020
A (semester 1)

English

lecture
seminar: coached
exercises
guided self-study
group work

Lecturers in academic year 2019-2020
Buysse, Jeroen

LA27

Offered in the following programmes in 2019-2020
Master of Science in Teaching in Social Sciences (main subject
Political Science)
Master of Science in Geomatics and Surveying
Master of Science in Urbanism and Spatial Planning
Master of Science in Bioscience Engineering: Agricultural Sciences
Master of Science in Nutrition and Rural Development
International Master of Science in Rural Development
Master of Science in EU-Studies
Exchange programme in Geomatics (master's level)
Exchange Programme Urbanism and Spatial Planning
Exchange Programme in Bioscience Engineering: Agricultural
Sciences (master's level)
Exchange Programme in Political and Social Sciences
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Teaching languages
English
Keywords
Agricultural policy, trade, welfare theory, WTO, EU

Position of the course
Agricultural and rural policy has as objective to give insight into the policies and policy
mechanisms related to agriculture, the food industry, the rural environment and the
countryside. From a global theoretical perspective, the objectives, mechanisms and
impacts (welfare analysis, government budget, agricultural and rural development) will
be discussed and translated to the practical policy instruments at international (World
Trade Organisation) and European (Common Agricultural Policy) level. This will be
illustrated in the practical part with a discussion of the EU policies for different sectors
and by means of a debate on the future of EU policies.

Contents
Part 1
1 Introduction
2 Welfare analysis of intervention in agricultural markets
3 Theoretical analysis of policy instruments
4 Instruments to measure effects of agricultural policies
5 Choice ofp olicy instuments: a political-economy view
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6 WTO policy fra;ework
7 The EU Common Agricultural Policy
8 The EU rural development policy
Part 2. Exercises
Depending on the actuality and interests of students, students need to analyse on the
basis of papers and other information in groups the present application of agricultural
and rural development policies. In this task they need to critically analyse and the trade
and welfare effects of EU policy instruments and its consequences on other countries

Initial competences
Profound knowledge of general economic principles

Final competences
1
1
1
2
1
3

To analyse critically and objectively the effects of agricultural, food and rural
development policies
To know and understand countries protect their agriculture and apply rural
development policies
To know and interpret the actual applied policies in the WTO and the EU

Conditions for credit contract
Access to this course unit via a credit contract is determined after successful competences
assessment
Conditions for exam contract
This course unit cannot be taken via an exam contract
Teaching methods
Guided self-study, group work, lecture, seminar: coached exercises
Extra information on the teaching methods
Theory: oral lectures
Exercises: groups work, presentations, calculations (Excel)

Learning materials and price
Syllabus notes, presentations and reading material is available through Minerva.
Complementary documents will be provided for the exercises.
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Interactive support through Minerva.
Specific coaching on appointment by assistant.

Evaluation methods
end-of-term evaluation and continuous assessment
Examination methods in case of periodic evaluation during the first examination period
Written examination with open questions
Examination methods in case of periodic evaluation during the second examination period
Written examination with open questions
Examination methods in case of permanent evaluation
Participation, assignment
Possibilities of retake in case of permanent evaluation
examination during the second examination period is not possible
Extra information on the examination methods
Theory: period aligned evaluation
Exercises: permanent evaluation
During examination period: written closed-book exam
During semester: graded project reports; graded oral presentation.

Calculation of the examination mark
40 % permanent evaluation and 60% period-aligned evaluation
Students who eschew period aligned and/or non-period aligned evaluations for this
course unit may be failed by the examinator.
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